The Tear on Buddha’'s Cheek

My name is Mae-Lin and | live in a place called the City of Angels. Itis filled with buildings as
tall as you can see. Some look up at the sky and others lean over and stare at you like
monkeys in a tree. The Tear on Buddha's Cheek: A Book lllustrated by Thai Children.
Everywhere there are bicycles and buses and tuk-tuks and lots and lots of people. Sometimes
the streets are The Tear on Buddha's Cheek: A Book lllustrated by Thai Children. so full and |
am so small, | am The Tear on Buddha's Cheek: A Book lllustrated by Thai Children. afraid that
they will swallow me up.

Today | woke with the darkness.

The clock had not yet made its sound so the others still slept. | hoped that they had dreamed
good dreams. Sometimes it is hard to make the bad ones flee, especially for Phra Nang. When
she cries at night, | must wake her then talk the whisper talk till the demons are gone. 1 tell her
the stories of long ago that my grandmother told me. Her favourite is about the princess whose
ship sank in a terrible storm. She was taken by the wind-giants to a beautiful island. It had a
lagoon to swim in and waterfalls and caves to explore. Her spirit would live there forever. Phra
Nang is not her real name,that she does not know. She was named by those who found her
when she was very small. Phra Nang cannot remember the voices of her The Tear on Buddha's
Cheek: A Book lllustrated by Thai Children. family and does The Tear on Buddha's Cheek: A
Book lllustrated by Thai Children. not have a picture of her mother or brothers and sisters. She
cut out photographs from the magazines but they are not the same. | would give her one of
mine because | have two The Tear on Buddha's Cheek: A Book lllustrated by Thai Children. but
my The Tear on Buddha's Cheek: A Book lllustrated by Thai Children. mother is in one and my
sisters are in the other. Which one would | share? | will buy her the biggest Naga | can find to
watch over her.



Phra The Tear on Buddha's Cheek: A Book lllustrated by Thai Children. Nang came to the city
on the train, like me. | remember the day | came. Our family’s field was near to the tracks of
the train. My sisters and | would see the smoke puff, puff, above the trees in the jungle, then
the train would appear and chug across the fields and disappear again into the jungle. The
people who sat on top would wave to us as they went by. They were going somewhere
important because we never saw them come back. My father had taken my sisters to the
station in the village when they became 11 years. The train would stop and hiss and spit,
waiting for the people. We had all cried and hugged each other but we knew that they would
soon be in a better place and they would have lots to eat and new clothes to wear and be so

happy.
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